
Ethical Dilemmas in Needs Assessments

Exercise



An alleged community leader from a village you 
do not have access to, tells you that 50,000 
people in that village are in urgent need of food. 
What would you do?

Include 

50k people 

in your 

assessment

Do not 

include 

them



On your way to assess a community that was stranded in a 
valley after trying to flee an area of conflict, you are stopped at a 
checkpoint. The commander of the checkpoint tells you: “they 
are okay, they have plenty of food and water.” He points you in a 
different direction claiming that you will find a group of people 
that are in urgent need and haven’t received any assistance in 
the past two months.

Will you visit 

the second 

community?

Will you continue 

with your original 

plan?



You have difficulty accessing some of your 
designated locations for data collection. An 
armed group which seems to be in control of the 
area of concern offers to escort you to the area. 
Do you accept?

Accept Don’t accept



Thank you
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